
MEMORANDUM

TO: 
  
 

Mr. Steve Pearce 
Federal Aid Liaison Engineer 
Federal Aid Programming Section

 DATE: November 13, 2013

The following information indicates that the current design plan, when compared to that for which 
a                was approved will not result in significantly different environmental impacts for this project.

FROM:         Donald H. Sparklin 
           Division Chief 
           Environmental Planning Division

 410.545.8564 
  
 

CE

SUBJECT: 
  
 

Project No. TR-08310; Project ID 12-08-045 
Central Avenue (Phase II): Lancaster Street to 200 Feet South of Baltimore Street 
Roadway Reconstruction

A.  Date Categorical Exclusion (CE) approved:

B. Are the proposed improvements different than those approved for the                  ?  
 

CE
Yes✔ No

  Re-Evalulation

Click the paperclip icon         in the lower left 
corner or click Document>Attach a File... to attach 
additional comments.

11/4/2003

  
  
 

A CE/Section 4(f) Evaluation for the project was approved on 11/4/2003.  The original design was taken through 
advertisement, but due to bids significantly exceeding estimates the project was re-designed to lower costs.  The 
project was also split into two phases: Phase I- Madison Street to Eastern Avenue and Phase II- from south of 
Baltimore Street to Lancaster Street.  Phase I included rehabilitation of the storm drain under Central Ave. and 
reconstruction of the roadway from Baltimore Street to Madison Street.  Phase II from Lancaster Street to 200 
feet south of Baltimore Street includes roadway reconstruction, sidewalk and pedestrian ramps, landscaping, 
street lighting, conduits and signal upgrades.  Bridge repairs to the concrete-encased bridges at Aliceanna Street 
and Fleet Street are also included in this phase of the project (as included in the original CE).



 
 
 

Project No. TR-08310 Project ID: 12-08-045 
Central Avenue: (Phase II) From Lancaster Street to 200' South of Baltimore Street

Page 2

D. Are there changes in the project surroundings (new development, etc.)? Yes✔ No

E. Is the                   classification still valid?                            Yes✔ No
If no, what additional or supplemental documentation is required?

CE

F. Are the commitments shown on the plans? Yes✔ No

Identify any prior commitments (including those related to engineering). Discuss how 
commitments are/will be addressed.

  
                                                                            Date:  _________________ 
     
     
    Donald H. Sparklin 
    Division Chief 
    Environmental Planning Division    Revised: June 2013 
  
Attachments 
 cc:

11/13/2013

  
  
 

Ms. Adriene Metzbower, SHA- EPLD  (w/attachments) 
Ms. Laura Callens, WRA                                  " 
Mr. Michael Wilmore, Baltimore City                " 
 

Concur:

Click the paperclip icon         in the lower left 
corner or click Document>Attach a File... to attach 
additional comments.

C. Are the environmental impacts different?   Yes No✔

  
  
 

Coordination with the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) has confirmed that the City has satisfied all stipulations of 
the MOA for the adverse effect on the Harford Run storm drain.  The project team provided additional opportunity 
for MHT review  to confirm no additional historic resources in the project area.  On August 10, 2012, the MHT 
confirmed that the proposed Phase II work would have no adverse effect on historic properties.  This project 
would not impact any listed or proposed rare, threatened, or endangered species habitat.  On August 14, 2013 
the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission concurred that this project is consistent with Baltimore City's 
Critical Area Program.  The proposed streetscape will require removal of three trees which will be mitigated with 
the planting of 25 two-inch caliper trees along the corridor. 

  
  
 

The Harbor East area where this project is partially located is a rapidly re-developing area and the project 
location is partially within the City's Waterfront Revitalization Area.  The project surroundings remain urban, 
although the urban character of this area is shifting from industrial and commercial to a mix of high-density 
residential and commercial development.  Several new development projects are planned for the area, including 
the Harbor Point Development, which will draw additional traffic to the area.  This project will upgrade Central 
Avenue to be consistent with the newly-developed surroundings and will provide a safer multi-modal experience 
for the traveling public. 

  
  
 

Following the CE/Section 4(f) Evaluation approval in 2003, this project was re-evaluated on May 17, 2007 to 
provide additional Preliminary Engineering funding for the re-design of the culvert replacement and again on April 
6, 2009 for Phase I of the reconstruction project.  The current Phase II project is consistent with the 
improvements originally proposed in 2003, and therefore the CE classification is still valid.

  
  
 

The terms of the MOA with MHT for the adverse effect to the Harford Run storm drain have been satisfied per 
the terms of the agreement. 

N/A










Central Avenue Phase II 


From Harbor Point New Bridge to Baltimore Street 
 


Baltimore City Dept of Transportation will continue the reconstruction of 


Central Avenue further south and construct a new bridge to span from 


Lancaster to Harbor Point. In an effort to educate the community about the  


upcoming project, a Community Open House will be held: 


 


August 29, 2012 


6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
 


Frederick Douglass-Issac Myers Maritime Park  


1417 Thames St, Baltimore, MD 21231 


 
 


If you have questions, comments or need special accommodations, please contact  


Stacey Harrison, Community Relations Coordinator:  


443-984-4095 or Stacey.Harrison@baltimorecity.gov  


Receive regular project updates via Facebook at Baltimore City 


Department of Transportation, or on Twitter at Baltimore City DOT.  
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ne¿rr Ms cole: äå.¡xa"å13ä: ä:ï3;;'å:i'grt?;#"9=li;i',F
'I'trc- (.ity of B.¡ltiu-urre hirs undertaken the reconstluction of Central Avenue frorn l,ancaster to N{adison


Streqt. fhe origìnal co¡rstruc:tion bicts for this project exceeded the City's available lunds and therefore


tl.rc pr'ject scopg, Iimits and design were revised to save cost. 'Ihe project was clivided into two phases'


[',hase i ('Jiì-08310) has been ¡)ermittecl ancl is cut'rently urrder constrltct'itln. I'hase I invotvecl the


reh.l,ititation of tjre Ilarfolrl l{un storm cJrain undernr:ath Central Ar¡enue lronr Ii¿rstern Avr.:trut: r;o


lvf ad!sttir lìlrecl., antl recolrstruction of Centlal Avenue from Baltirnore Slrcel to Maclisoll Íib'eel. I'hass' iI


wiil i'.yolve thc l.econstrucl.ion of tl-re Central Avenue corriclor h,etrveen l-alrcasIsr Strtet anci


aJrprr;xinratcly ,)00' south ol Raltimore Street as shown on the attachecl projc-r:l lor-:ation rn,lP. 'Ñ{ore


spãcitrcalJy, phai;e iI wiltinvolve roadway reconsLrrrction, sidev¡alk and Pedestria-r:r rarnp recctrrsffuc'iiotr,


lÁnciscapi¡g/strec:tscape, street lighting, con,Juits, and sigrral upgracles. l3riclge repairs at Cer''tral


Ar,entrt-./Aliceanna Street ancl Centr.al Avenue/lileet Sti'eet are also Ûrcluclecl. Ì\lo st<lrm rJrain repair is


inv,:rÌvecl in phase II. llhis transportation project by the City of Baltimore is designaled for lìc:deral


f'uncting through the Marylancl State l{ighway Administration.


'Ihe lrhase II briclge repairs at Central Avenue/Aliceanna Street and Central Avenue/Fieet Street wili


inv.Ive partial impact lo bridge abr.rtments that are approrimate[',r tì0 vears olti (see atta'Jl'.ecl


pt-rotographs). lhe abutn-rents are stone masonr)/ construction supportiug ctlncrete encasecl stec,! beams


an¿ pre-stressed concrete beams. 'Ihe abutments can c,nly be rtiewecl frorn wjthin the culverls urldel' the


street. '¡he abutrr-r.ents arc in salisfactorv conrlition; however, apProximately 5A% ol the joint mortar is


missing above the waterlini:. The steel beam encasernellts are delaminating and the exposed bottonr


flanges are experierrcing nrinor section loss due to rust. It is proposecl that the abubments will remain but


will be removecì partialiy to far:ilitate constructinS ,l ne\,\'superstructure (i.e., rotrch,t'iry) ovr:rtoP r¡f Lhr:m'


Ihe pri;ject may also recluirc rninor rep;lirs to cc¡ncrete culverts approximakrly 52 vcars oiclrtps!1ea1 "|trl
Cor,r'ristrcar-rr fr.r^,, rþ€| r.\ )¡ bric{ges (se.e attaclrecl ¡riurtrlgraphs). lhe scopcr of repair:; rvould be' limited tcr


rar-rclr_lmiis,lahld areas an.l thc repail rn,oulci rnatch ihe acljacent c()lrcretc irs cltlst:l1r arr possible' Tl'lt:


culvert repair is nclt reJated to the abutment work'


HBÉ:.2r.¡¿ 'rsr ah/tz
8or South Caroline Street, Baltimore, Maryland ztz3t www.wrallp.com Phone: 41o.235.3450 Fax:. 4to.243.5716


ll.econstluction of Centlal Avenue I'hase II
From L.rrrcaster Avenue to 200'South of Baltimore


Ilaltirnore City Project Number TR-12317
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Ms. Elizabeth Cole Page2


luly 2,2012Maryland Historic¿rl Trust


Thro'.rgh the former studies, t-he Harford Run Drain was determined eligible tor inclusion to the Natìonal


I{egister of l{istoric Places as part of the l,akewood Avenue Drain. Concurrence with this


recommendation was provided March 5,1999. On May 1.6,2003 the Maryland Historic Trust proviclecl


effer:t cleterminations for the seven proposed alternatives. Three of the alternatives were cletermined to


have "no effect" and four, inclucting the preferred alternative, to have "an aclverse effecf" on the Harford


Ru¡ Drain. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was subsequently executed on June 16, 2003 cornplete


with signatures from the Fecleral Highway Administration. In 2008 SHA cornplied with the MOA by


providing a photographic recordation package to MHT. MHT stated on November 5, 2008 that the
llsubmitial satisfies all stipulations of the MOA and completes the Section 106 process for this


unclertaking. No adclitional coordination w'ith our office is necessary" (attached).


Although the N{OA has been satisfied for the l{arford Run storm drain work, \^/e are requesting any


updateci j:rforrnation or records regarding tkre presence of culhrral, alchar:ologir:al, or histrlric tesources


r¡¡ithin the phase II project area; and comment regarding the Centrai Avenue/Aliceanna Street and


Central AvenueiFleet Street bridge abutments and concrete culverts.


We look forward to working with your agency again to successfully complete this neecled project. If you


have any questìons, please contact me at 449-224-1,633 or the City of Baltimore Project Manager, Mr.


jamie McDonald at 4"10-396-6915.


Very truly yours/


Whihnan, Requar:dt & Ass<tciates, L[,P


l.aura C. Callens, CFM
Environmental Scientist


Enclosures
cc: Mr. Jamie McDonald - City of Baltimore


Mr. Michael Wilmore - City of Baltimore


Ms. Aclrie'lre lvletzbower -SE{A
Mr. Walt Miller - WR&A
Mr. Ning Thott- WR&A
lvls. Amanda Baxter'- \'VR&A


N:\ 3 t576-000 \ Engineer.ing\ Envir.cnrnental \ Corrt:spondr:n<:r:'r ltr0l -Vl I'lT- Cerltilal?haseII c]'' rc
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July 27,2012 t-
i-t)


Laura Callens
Whitman, Requrudt & Associates
801 South Carolirre Street


Baltimore, MD 21231


Subject: Fisheries Information for the Proposed Reconstruction of Central Avenue, Phase II, Baltimore


City Project Number TR.-123 17, in Bal'"imore, Maryland'


Dear Ms. Callens,


The above referenced project has been reviewed to determine fisheries species in the vicinity of the


proposecl project. f'he próposed activities include the reconstruction of Central Avenue, Phase II, from


Lancaster Avenue to 200' south of Baltimore Street, Baltimore City Project Number TR-12317,in


Baltimore, Maryland,


patapsco River (patapsco River Basin) and tributaries near the site are classified as Use II streams (Shell


Fish Harvesting Watårs). Clupid species have been documented near the site, and may require additional


restrictions.


These streams may also support many resident fish species documented by our Maryland Biological


Stream Survey. fio*.1r.t, there aÍe no Maryland Biological Stream Survey (MBSS) stations near the


ssed via the
allowing ac in neighboring tributaries'


If you have furtiter questions, please contact the Envi am at 410-260-8799 '


't Inrlit


lft


1


Ken Yetman
Environmental Review Program


i


Tawes State Office Building . 580 Taylor Avenue ' Annapolis, Maryland 21 401


41O.26O.BDNR or toll free in Maryland 877.ó2O.8DNR . wwwdnr.maryland.gov ' TTY users call via Maryland Relay
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MEMORANDUM
The following information indicates that the current design plan, when compared to that for whicha                was approved will not result in significantly different environmental impacts for this project.
FROM:         Donald H. Sparklin
                   Division Chief
                   Environmental Planning Division
.\SHA Letterhead 2011_BOTTOM.jpg
 410.545.8564
 
 
A. 	Date
B.         Are the proposed improvements different than those approved for the                  ? 
 
Click the paperclip icon         in the lower leftcorner or click Document>Attach a File... to attach additional comments.
Page 2
D.	Are there changes in the project surroundings (new development, etc.)? 
E.	Is the                   classification still valid?                            
If no, what additional or supplemental documentation is required?
F.	Are the commitments shown on the plans?
Identify any prior commitments (including those related to engineering). Discuss how
commitments are/will be addressed.
 
                                                                                                                    Date:  _________________
            
            
            Donald H. Sparklin
            Division Chief
            Environmental Planning Division                                    Revised: June 2013
 
Attachments
 cc:
Click the paperclip icon         in the lower left
corner or click Document>Attach a File... to attach additional comments.
C.         Are the environmental impacts different?   
Adobe Forums Thread: http://www.adobeforums.com/cgi-bin/webx/.3bc08f70
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