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Complete Streets Policy: Director’s Statement
Guidelines on Improving Project Selection Criteria and Encouraging
Private Development Project Compliance

Baltimore has long demonstrated a commitment to providing a safe and accessible transportation system
for all users. For decades, the City has worked to provide equitable, safe, affordable, and accessible
multimodal transportation options. Therefore, this Policy Directive reiterates the City’s and the Baltimore
City Department of Transportation’s (BCDOT) commitment to Compiete Streets and affirms BCDOT’s

guidance on improving project selection criteria and encouraging private development project
compliance.

Vision and Intent

Through this policy, the City reiterates its commitment to ensuring all people, regardless of age, ability,
income, race, or ethnicity, can safely, comfortably, and conveniently access homes, employment centers,
schools, shops, health facilities, and other destinations. The City is committed to integrating Complete
Streets into its transportation practices, policies, and decision-making processes to create a complete,
connected network for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and people driving. This
vision is outlined in the City’s Complete Streets policies specifically.

o  Complete Streets Manual

e City of Baltimore, Council Bill 09-0433

o City of Baltimore §§ 40-1; 40-2; 40-6; 40-7; 40-41,; 40-47

e Article 26. Surveys, Streets, and Highways,; Subtitle 40 Complete Streets
e Md. Code, Transportation §¢ 2-112, 8-901-908

e MD State Highway Administration, Complete Streets Policy

Project selection criteria

The City utilizes a project selection process that prioritizes Complete Streets implementation. Projects are
evaluated on the following criteria: safety, access, equity, economic development potential, consistency
with existing plans, and project readiness. The City reviews and seeks to improve its project selection
criteria every five years when it updates its Complete Streets Manual. The specific project selection
process and criteria are outlined in the following policies:

o Complete Streets Manual
o Article 26. Surveys, Streets, and Highways; Subtitle 40 Complete Streets

o Complete Streets Policy: Director’s Statement, Guidelines for Improving Project Selection
Criteria and Encouraging Private Development Project Compliance



Commitment to compliance in all projects and phases

The City requires private development projects to comply with Complete Streets as part of the
developmental review and permitting process. This process includes:

The Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) - SPRC provides joint recommendations in a
coordinated inter-agency review to ensure that, at a minimum, proposed development complies
with the Comprehensive Plan, Baltimore City Zoning Code, Subdivision Rules and Regulations,
Building Codes, Environmental codes and regulations, and other commonly accepted planning,
transportation and institutional guidelines and requirements. This includes compliance with the
Complete Streets Ordinance and Complete Streets Manual. These jointly coordinated
recommendations also help ensure safe, functional, environmentally sound, aesthetically
responsive, efficient and orderly development with high standards of design. These designs
protect properties and the public in the immediate vicinity, minimize adverse effects upon
pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular traffic, create a more attractive and sustainable environment,
and provide a consistent and uniform method of review,

The Planning Commission — Planning Commission reviews all proposed amendments to the
City's Zoning Ordinance and makes recommendations to the City Council. When observing or
contenting with alterations to land use, the Complete Streets Ordinance and Manual are central to
the Planning Commission’s review and recommendations.

The City’s Permitting Process — The Permitting Process also requires compliance with the

Complete Streets Ordinance and Manual. Permits are reviewed by Department of Housing &
Community Development, BCDOT, Department of Public Works.

Compliance and Implementation

As Director, I"'m issuing this statement to acknowledge Baltimore City Department of Transportation’s
responsibility to ensure compliance and fully implement this policy.

Additionally, BCDOT will work to integrate these practices into the City’s Complete Streets Manual
which is set for revision in 2026.

This policy directive will be publicly available on transportation.baltimorecity.gov/completestreets on
November 10, 2025.
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